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National seminar on 

“Drug Development and Diagnostic Approaches for Tuberculosis Infection”  

July 29-30, 2016 

SVKM’s Dr. Bhanuben Nanavati College of Pharmacy organized a two days National seminar 

entitled “Drug Development and Diagnostic Approaches for Tuberculosis Infection” on July 

29-30, 2016 at Juhu Jagruti Seminar Hall, SVKM Campus, Mumbai. This seminar was 

sponsored by Board of Research in Nuclear Sciences and jointly organized with Radiation 

Medicine Centre, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, Mumbai.  

We had an overwhelming response with about 180 delegates and about 50 poster presentations 

over the two days of this seminar. We had an eclectic mix of eminent scientists and researchers 

in the field of tuberculosis serving as resource persons. The selection of resource persons was 

judiciously done with an aim of covering the entire spectrum of TB viz. clinical perspective, 

recent advances in drug discovery, drug delivery, TB diagnostics and pathogen host 

interactions. Dr. MGR Rajan Ex Head, RMC, BARC was the Chief guest of this event and the 

elite panel of resource persons comprised of Prof. Anamik Shah, Vice Chancellor, Gujrat 

Vidyapeeth University, Prof. Evans Coutinho, Dept. of Pharm Chem, BCP, Dr. Yatin Dholakia, 

Technical Advisor and Hon. Secretary, The Maharashtra State Anti TB Association, Mumbai, 

Dr. Savita Kulkarni, Head, Tuberculosis Immunology & Immunoassay, Dr. Mukti Kanta Ray 

Radiation and Medicine Centre, BARC, Dr. Shailza Singh, Scientist 'D', National Centre for 

Cell Science, Pune and Dr. Amrita Bajaj, Adjunct Professor, SVKMs Dr. Bhanuben Nanavati 

College of Pharmacy, Mumbai. 

This event encompassed a poster presentation and oral presentation competition with cash 

awards to the winning students. This provided a scientific platform for the delegate students to 

review, research and present data relevant to tuberculosis. The best part of this event was that 

the talks were live telecast into the classrooms for the benefit of our undergraduate students. 

This two days seminar served as a forum of intellectual deliberations and insights into new 

diagnostic and research developments in this very critical infectious disease that continues to 

plague the developing world resulting in high mortality. With this conference theme, we have 

focused on presenting the most current research and technology trends in TB.  

The two days conference served as a forum to sensitize the young scientists (students and 

faculty engaged in pharmacy, life sciences and biotechnology) to the increase in TB cases, the 

emergence of multidrug resistant strains of TB and feasibility and utility of the currently 

available diagnostic facilities.  
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